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APRIL ADVOCACY TIPS

Plan in Advance for Summer Food Security

Summer EBT is a good benefit program that helps low-income families with

school-age children buy groceries during the summer when children might not

have access to school meals. The Summer EBT benefit is $120 per eligible
child and is only issued once. These benefits must be used within 122 days from the date
they were issued. Benefits will begin issuing in June 2025. Although many students are
automatically enrolled, households that are not enrolled can apply online on the Office of
Temporary Disability Assistance (OTDA) website.
LSL/I's Public Benefits Unit provides legal assistance to persons who experience problems with public
benefits programs that are administered by the local Departments of Social Services, including:

Welfare (TANF and Safety Net)

Medicaid

Food Stamps (SNAP)

Child Care Assistance

HEAP

Emergency shelter for the homeless

Unemployment insurance appeals and overpayments
Other emergency assistance programs

We also assist low-income households in establishing Supplemental Needs Trusts to eliminate the Medlicaid
spend-down and assist homeless families in obtaining rent supplements from DSS to enable families to leave
the shelters or retain permanent housing. Nassau residents can call 516-292-8100 and Suffolk residents can
call 631-232-2400.

Cooling Assistance Benefit Now Open

As of April 15, 2025, New Yorkers can apply for the cooling assistance
benefit. The cooling assistance benefit allows for the purchase and
installation of one air conditioner or fan to help cool your home. For eligibility
requirements and to apply, visit OTDA's website.

LSL/I's Public Benefits Unit provides legal assistance to persons who experience problems with public
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https://otda.ny.gov/programs/summer-ebt/
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Wage-and-Hour-1.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-English.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-Spanish.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-Creole.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-Illegal-Evictions-English.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-Illegal-Evictions-Spanish.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-illegal-Evictions-Creole.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/WinterSPRING-2025-Newsletter-7.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/2025-gala/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=4881a266-c298-49ff-9ea0-754aa40465db

benefits programs that are administered by the local Departments of Social Services, including:

Welfare (TANF and Safety Net)

Medicaid

Food Stamps (SNAP)

Child Care Assistance

HEAP

Emergency shelter for the homeless

Unemployment insurance appeals and overpayments
Other emergency assistance programs

We also assist low-income households in establishing Supplemental Needs Trusts to eliminate the Medlicaid
spend-down and assist homeless families in obtaining rent supplements from DSS to enable families to leave
the shelters or retain permanent housing. Nassau residents can call 516-292-8100 and Suffolk residents can
call 631-232-2400.

Avoid Home Loan Modification and Mortgage Scams

Loan modification and other mortgage scams are everywhere. Scam artists

prey on unsuspecting homeowners who are facing the pressures of

foreclosure. Every day, consumers are lured by the promise of a loan
modification that they hope will help them stay in their homes. As a result, consumers are
losing thousands of dollars and, in some cases, their homes. The New York
State Department of State Division of Consumer Protection takes complaints on these scams.
If you or a client is in default, don't hesitate to get in touch with a local housing counselor. A
list of each county's housing counselor can be found on the Department of Financial Services
website. If you or a client is in foreclosure, please contact LSLI's Foreclosure Prevention Unit.

LSL/I's Foreclosure Prevention Unit provides free legal services to homeowners hoping to prevent foreclosure
of their homes.
Services provided include:

o Legal representation at the various stages of the foreclosure process, including at mandatory court

settlement conferences, drafting pleadings, and drafting and opposing motions

» Assist borrowers pursuing loss mitigation options, including loan modifications

» Advice and Counsel
The Project is part of the HOPP network, a Statewide coalition that includes HUD-certified housing
counseling agencies. As such, we will make referrals to and collaborate with HOPP-funded, non-profit
housing counseling agencies. Clients must reside in the homes subject to foreclosure and have low to
moderate income for Long Island, as annually set by HUD. To be screened for services, Nassau County
residents can call 516-292-8100, Suffolk residents West of 112 can call 631-232-2400, and Suffolk residents
East of 112 can call 6371-369-1112.

Updated Wage and Hour Fact Sheet

Our updated Wage and Hour Fact Sheet helps you understand your rights as

an employee in New York State and the basics of wage and hour violations.

Our Nassau County Public Benefits Unit is currently accepting potential wage
and hour violations cases for Nassau County residents. Please contact 516-292-8100 to be
screened for services.


https://dos.ny.gov/file-consumer-complaint
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/help_for_homeowners/new_york_state_non-profit_housing_counseling_agencies
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Download the fact sheet today!

Housing Insecurity Prevention Assistance Programs Open

Nassau County Down Payment Assistance Program Open Until June 18th,

2025. The Nassau County HOME Down Payment Assistance Program will

provide eligible first-time homebuyers with up to $50,000 towards down
payment/closing costs towards the purchase of an eligible new or existing single-family home,
provided that the applicant is income-eligible and meets all program requirements. For more
information and to apply, please visit Long Island Housing Partnership's website.

Town of Babylon's Tenant-Based Rental Assistance Program opened on December 18th,
2023. This program is for extremely low-income households who are in rental arrears to help
residents regain housing stability and prevent homelessness. For more information and to
apply, please visit Long Island Housing Partnership's website.

Town of Babylon's Mortgage Arrears Program opened on February 27th, 2024. The Town of
Babylon (Town) is making CDBG-CV funds available for low to moderate-income Town of
Babylon residents with mortgage arrears incurred due to a COVID-19-related loss of income.
Funds will cover a maximum of 6 consecutive months of arrears, subject to a cap of $50,000,
and are paid directly to the lender. For more information and to apply, please visit the Long
Island Housing Partnership's website.

Legal Services of Long Island, in partnership with Empire Justice Center, can now assist Nassau and Suffolk
residential tenants with housing-related legal problems (like eviction) and a household income of up to 80%
of the Area Median Income. Services are available through this partnership regardless of immigration status.
Please call the office closest fo you to see if you are eligible for legal services. Interpreters are available.
Suffolk residents west of 112 can call 631-232-2400 and east of 112 can call 631-369-1112. Nassau
residents can call 516-292-8100.

Check out our latest Know Your Rights Tenant fact sheets in
English, Spanish, and Creole.


https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Wage-and-Hour-1.pdf
https://www.lihp.org/downpayment.html
https://lihp.org/BabylonTBRA.html
https://lihp.org/babylonmtgarrears.html
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Fact Sheets on lllegal Evictions in Suffolk County in

ILLEGAL EVICTIONS IN
oo SUFFOLK COUNTY
LEGAL SERV]CH AND HOW TO STOP THEM
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Throw furniture and belongings n the street
Remove the doors
dlock the doors
Change the locks.
Turn off the heat or electricity
Turn offthe water
Keep your belongings.
Threaten to use, or actually use violence
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English, Spanish, and Creole
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LEGAL SUPPORT CENTER

FOR ADVOCATES

LEGALSERVICES

OF LONG ISLAND

TRAINING

Did you miss our past LSCA presentations?
Check them out today!

The Legal Support Center for Advocates presented “Introduction to ICAN and Community-
Based Managed Long-Term Care” on Wednesday, April 9th, 2025. Staff Attorney Amanda
Davis discussed the introduction to home and community-based long-term care provided by
Medicaid that helps elderly and disabled Long Island residents receive home care and other
services in their homes, as well as an introduction to the Independent Consumer Advocacy
Network (ICAN) and how they can help. Slides are available on our website. View the
recording on our YouTube Channel.

On March 28th, 2025, the Legal Support Center for Advocates and LSLI Supervising Attorney
Sarah Kupferberg presented "The Basics of Applying for SSI for Children." We reviewed the


https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/040925-LSCA-Intro-to-ICAN-Slides-Handout.pdf
https://youtu.be/SDBtZsVpGPw

basics of applying for supplemental security income (SSI) for children, including eligibility
guidelines, the application process, and how to appeal. Slides are available on our
website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On March 21st, 2025, the Legal Support Center for Advocates presented "New York State
Wage and Hour Basics." Supervising Attorney John Batanchiev and Law Graduate Jacob
Mortenson reviewed common wage and hour violations for low-income New Yorkers and the
steps they can take to protect their rights. Slides are available on our website. View the
recording on our YouTube Channel.

On January 22nd, 2025, the Legal Support Center for Advocates and the Education Debt
Consumer Assistance Program presented “Latest Student Loan Updates." The presentation
provided an overview of student loan repayment options, forgiveness and discharge
programs, and updates on the latest developments affecting the federal student loan system.
Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On January 17th, 2025, the Legal Support Center for Advocates presented "Rental Arrear
Assistance Programs on Long lIsland." Supervising Attorney John Batanchiev and Law
Graduate Jacob Mortenson reviewed rental arrear assistance programs on Long Island, from
DSS to non-profit agencies: how to apply, eligibility guidelines, and how to challenge a
denial. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On December 6th, 2024, the Legal Support Center for Advocates presented, “Emergency
Housing Assistance on Long Island.” We spoke about the Department of Social Services
services and procedures, as well as resources when assisting a client in need of emergency
housing assistance. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube
Channel.

On Tuesday, November 12th, Legal Services of Long lIsland's Legal Support Center for
Advocates and the Education and Disability Rights Project Attorneys presented "Know Your
Rights: Contemporary Issues in Education." We discussed steps in the special education
classification process, independent educational evaluations, and the declassification
procedure of a student with an IEP. Further, we discussed the school procedure for
disenrolling a student, the rules regarding school attendance in New York, and what to do
when your child is being bullied in school. Slides are available on our website. View the
recording on our YouTube Channel.

On October 30th, 2024, Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for Advocates
presented"Knowledge is Power: Legal Steps After a Domestic Violence
Incident." Supervising Attorney Larry Tuthill discussed orders of protection, child custody
orders, and how to be evaluated for services by the Suffolk County Domestic Violence
Project. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for Advocates presented,
“Understanding the 17A Guardianship Option for Parents” on October 29th, 2024. We
discussed resources, services, and procedures that can assist your clients considering a 17A
guardianship for their intellectually or developmentally disabled child. Also, learn how your
clients may be eligible for our upcoming FREE legal clinic which will provide free advice and
counsel to individuals considering the 17A Guardianship process. *Please note that this
presentation is appropriate for advocates and professional staff only. This is not a
presentation geared towards parents* Slides can be accessed on our website. View the
training on our YouTube Channel.

On October 17th, 2024, Legal Services of Long Island presented "Know Your Rights About
Medical Debt." Supervising Attorney Sharon Campo provided medical debt updates and
reviewed ways to prevent and combat medical debt._Slides can be accessed on our
website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On  September 13th, 2024, The Legal Support Center for Advocates
presented “Understanding the Importance of Advanced Care Directives". We discussed basic
advanced care directives you or your clients may need while planning for their future. Also,
learn how you or your clients may be eligible to attend our upcoming Advance Care Planning
Clinic. Slides can be accessed on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.



https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LSCA-SSI-Application-for-Children-Handout.pdf
https://youtu.be/tTYuIOCl1IM
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/032125-LSCA-Wage-and-Hour-Presentation-Handout.pdf
https://youtu.be/oY0O13khfBM
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/LSLI-Latest-Student-Loan-Updates-1.22.25.pdf
https://youtu.be/Iu0VTRbx6D8
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/011725-LSCA-Rental-Assistance-Handout.pdf
https://youtu.be/mmw6m5wNk8I
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/120624-LSCA-Emergency-Housing-Assistance.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/111224LSCAContemporaryIssuesinEducation.pdf.
https://youtu.be/UJoEh3B20VQ
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/111224LSCAContemporaryIssuesinEducation.pdf.
https://youtu.be/VYuhLlSF4IE
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/102924-LSCA-DV-Incident.pdf
https://youtu.be/-i8YEcbL1U0
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/102924-LSCA-17AGuardianship.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMQWI5OY-zg
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/101724KnowYourRightsAboutMedicalDebtPresentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/ezJD6RyQ9EY
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/091324AdvancePlanningPresentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/dYa9uJsAFWw

Links to all of our prior trainings can be found on our website.

Did you miss any of our Programs of Legal Services of Long
Island Presentations? Feel free to watch them onour YouTube Channel!

We are so excited to share with you our Winter/Spring 2025 Newsletter highlighting the
successes of our staff, volunteer attorneys, and advisory council. Read our advocacy tips
and Save the Date for our Commitment to Justice Reception on May 7th, 2025. Thank you to

everyone who contributed to the successful publication of our newsletter and thank you for
reading!

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Upcoming Community Legal Help Project
locations, dates, and times for Nassau and
Suffolk County can be found on our
website. CLHP will be at the Riverhead
Library every 4th Wednesday of the month
starting January 2025!

DO YOU NEED
HELP WITH A
LEGAL PROBLEM?



https://www.legalservicesli.org/new-by-lsca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXKevTfsuqLuGNwTV7GeufA
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/WinterSPRING-2025-Newsletter-7.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/2025-gala/
https://legalservicesli.org/communitylegalhelpproject/
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Laurie Bloom
LSLI Advisory Council Member
Director of Marketing & Communications

Judge Fern A. Fisher
Executive Director

Rivkin Radler LLP Legal Hand, Inc.

Cold Springs Country Club
22 E. Gate Drive
Huntington, NY 11743

Sponsorship Opportunities Now Available

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS NEEDED

A little more about our volunteer needs:

Nassau County
Volunteer Lawyers Project
The Volunteer Lawyers Project is an innovative pro bono program to expand the availability of legal services




to Nassau County residents in need. The Project provides opportunities for attorneys to represent clients and
volunteer their time and expertise by providing free legal services. The Volunteer Lawyers Project needs pro
bono assistance in the areas of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy, Divorce, Article 17A Guardianships, Health Care
Proxies, Name Changes, Power of Attorney, and Wills.

Contact: Reisa Brafman, Esq., 516-292-8100 ext. 3380, rbrafman @legalservicesli.org

Bankruptcy Clinics through the Volunteer Lawyers Project

Currently, clinic appointments are one-on-one with attorneys consulting with clients in person, by phone, or
virtually. Volunteer attorneys guide those considering bankruptcy, screening for referral to pro bono attorneys
for filing of Chapter 7 petitions. This is a limited engagement, though participating attorneys may also be
referred cases.

Contact: Reisa Brafman, Esq., 516-292-8100 ext. 3380, rbrafman @legalservicesli.org

Community Legal Help Project

The Community Legal Help Project recently expanded into Nassau County. We are looking for attorneys to
provide pro bono half-hour consultations with Nassau County Residents. The areas of law most in need are
immigration, family, matrimonial, elder, and bankruptcy.

Contact: Roberta Scoll, Esqg., 516-292-8100 ext. 3115, rscoll@legalservicesli.org

Suffolk County

Pro Bono Project

The Pro Bono Project is an innovative pro bono program that expands the availability of legal services to
Suffolk County residents in need. The Project provides opportunities for attorneys to represent clients and
volunteer their time and expertise by providing free legal services. The Pro Bono Project needs pro bono
assistance in the areas of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy, Divorce, Article 17A Guardianships, Health Care Proxies,
Power of Attorneys, and Wills.

Contact: Kiersten Bartolotta, Esq., 631-232-2400 ext. 3311, kbartolotta @ legalservicesli.org

The Suffolk County Pro Bono Project is now on Paladin! Please take a look at our
current volunteer attorney opportunities and connect with us!

Community Legal Help Project

The Community Legal Help Project (CLHP) is a partnership of legal providers created by the NYS Permanent
Commission on Access to Justice and the Suffolk County Access to Justice Committee. The CLHP’s network
of non-profit partners and pro bono volunteers currently provides legal information and referrals, and limited-
scope representation through a phone line and brief in-person consultations at public libraries. Attorneys with
a background in immigration, family, elder and/or matrimonial law are needed to assist the community.
Volunteer attorneys can dedicate their time monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, or at their leisure.

Contact: Rashika Hettiarachchi, Esq., 631-232-2400 ext. 3391, rhettiarachchi@legalservicesli.org

Did you hear our exciting news? Nassau Suffolk Law Services is now Legal Services of Long
Island, highlighting our role as the region’s largest non-profit provider of free civil legal
assistance, fighting for our most vulnerable neighbors in our local justice systems, and
advocating where you need us most. While our name has evolved, our mission remains the
same: to provide unwavering legal support.
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https://app.joinpaladin.com/!/nassau-suffolk-law-services/opportunities/
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http://rhettiarachchi@legalservicesli.org
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WHERE DIGNITY MEETS JUSTICE

Join Massau Suffolk Law Services as
we continue to illuminate pathways

to justice under our new name,

ﬁw \ Legal Services of Long Island (LSLI).
n;-w—"_kggl Help us guide our communities and

| EGA L S FRVI C F S neighbors in n.eed towards accessible

i iogimingly Mol free legal services for all.

Watch Us Evolve

LEGAL SERVICES

OF LONG ISLAND


https://legalservicesli.org/press-release/

Legal Services of Long Island is a 501(c)(3) and your donation is
100% tax-deductible. Join us in our mission to provide free, quality

civil legal representation to Long Island’s neediest residents.

Contribute Today

LEGAL SERVICES OF LONG ISLAND
631 232-2400 | 516 292-8100 | 631 369-1112
www.legalservicesli.or

Was this email forwarded to you? Stay up to date all year round by _signing up for our Legal

Lessons.
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Legal Services of Long Island
1757 Veterans Highway, Ste. 50
Islandia, NY 11749 US
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