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FEBRUARY ADVOCACY TIPS

PRIVATE INSURANCE COMPANIES MUST NOW COVER
DYSLEXIA TESTING IN NEW YORK

On December 1, 2024, Governor Kathy Hochul signed the Dyslexia Diagnosis
Access Act into law. This law, the first of its kind in the United States, is designed to increase
early diagnosis of dyslexia and other learning differences, such as attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (“A.D.H.D.”). Starting January 1, 2025, private health insurers in New
York are required to cover the costs of neuropsychological tests that diagnose dyslexia. The
law does not require Medicaid-funded insurance plans to cover this testing. To learn more,
please visit our website.

LSL/'s Education and Disability Rights Project (EDRP) is a bi-county project that represents students with
disabilities between the ages of 5-21 in Special Education matters, including attendance at Committee on
Special Education (CSE) meetings, Resolution Sessions and Impartial Hearings. In addition, the EDRP
assists students in issues periaining to residency and homelessness and helps adults with developmental
disabilities secure eligibility and services through the Office of People with Developmental Disabilities
(OPWDD). Nassau residents can call (516) 292-8100 and Suffolk residents can call (631) 232-2400 to be
screened for assistance.

Advocates working with older adults should be aware of two
important enrollment periods with a March 31 deadline.

1. The Medicare General Enroliment Period (GEP) runs from January 1-March
31. Individuals who wish to enroll in Medicare Part A and/or Part B must enroll during
this enrollment period unless they are in their initial enrollment period or enrolled under
a Special Enroliment Period.

2. The Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period (MA-OEP) runs from January 1-
March 31. During this enrollment period, individuals can drop their Medicare Advantage
and choose Original Medicare or switch to another Medicare Advantage Plan.


https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102351318796/5b90d4ed-852f-466e-9107-93e0e4e21826
https://legalservicesli.org/private-insurance-companies-must-now-cover-dyslexia-testing-in-new-york/
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-English.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-Spanish.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LSLI-Tenants-Facts-Sheet-Creole.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-Illegal-Evictions-English.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-Illegal-Evictions-Spanish.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Suffolk-illegal-Evictions-Creole.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/annual-report-2023.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/c0f3249a001/7e272160-8e55-4be8-80f4-cc70de60492b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/c0f3249a001/d7e0869f-6b82-4848-ba42-9fcd90bea82b.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=5b90d4ed-852f-466e-9107-93e0e4e21826

Visit the Justice in Aging website for more detailed information about Special Enroliment
Periods and more details regarding these deadlines, including new changes that
went into effect in 2025.

The 2024-25 Regular HEAP benefit reopened on January 25, 2025.

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) can help eligible New Yorkers

heat and cool their homes. If you are eligible, you may receive one regular

HEAP benefit per program year and could also be eligible for emergency
HEAP benefits if you are in danger of running out of fuel or having your utility service shut off.

Eligibility and benefits are based on:
e income,
household size,
the primary heating source, and
the presence of a household member who is under age 6, age 60 or older, or
permanently disabled.

To learn more, please visit the_Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance's website.

The Public Benefits Unit provides legal assistance to persons who experience problems with public benefits
programs that are administered by the local Departments of Social Services, including:

Welfare (TANF and Safety Net)

Medicaid

Food Stamps (SNAP)

Child Care Assistance

HEAP

Emergency shelter for the homeless

Unemployment insurance appeals and overpayments
Other emergency assistance programs

We also assist low-income households in establishing Supplemental Needs Trusts to eliminate the Medlicaid
spend-down and assist homeless families in obtaining rent supplements from DSS to enable families to leave
the shelters or retain permanent housing. Nassau residents can call 516-292-8100 and Suffolk residents can
call 631-232-2400.

Important changes to replacement for stolen SNAP and Temporary
Assistance (TA) benefits

Federal authorization to replace stolen SNAP benefits ended on December

20, 2024. Local social services districts are not allowed to issue SNAP replacement benefits
for theft that occurs on or after December 21, 2024. You can still file claims to replace stolen
SNAP benefits that occurred on or before December 20, 2024. Your claim must be filed within
30 days after you learned the benefits were stolen.

This change does not impact claims for stolen TA (cash) benefits. However, beginning on
October 1, 2024, households are limited to ONE Temporary Assistance cash benefit
replacement per federal fiscal year (October 1 to September 30). All applications filed after
October 1, are subject to the “one replacement benefit per year’ rule, even if the theft
occurred before October 1, 2024.

To learn more, visit the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance's website.

The Public Benefits Unit provides legal assistance to persons who experience problems with public benefits
programs that are administered by the local Departments of Social Services, including:


https://justiceinaging.org/march-31-is-a-double-deadline-for-people-eligible-for-medicare/
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/
https://otda.ny.gov/workingfamilies/EBT-scam-alert.asp

o Welfare (TANF and Safety Net)

o Medicaid

e Food Stamps (SNAP)

o Child Care Assistance

o HEAP

» Emergency shelter for the homeless

o Unemployment insurance appeals and overpayments
o Other emergency assistance programs

We also assist low-income households in establishing Supplemental Needs Trusts to eliminate the Medlicaid
spend-down and assist homeless families in obtaining rent supplements from DSS to enable families to leave
the shelters or retain permanent housing. Nassau residents can call 516-292-8100 and Suffolk residents can
call 631-232-2400.

Housing Insecurity Prevention Assistance Programs Open

Town of Babylon's Tenant-Based Rental Assistance Program opened on

December 18th, 2023. This program is for extremely low-income households

who are in rental arrears to help residents regain housing stability and prevent
homelessness. For more information and to apply, please visit Long Island Housing
Partnership's website.

Town of Babylon's Mortgage Arrears Program opened on February 27th, 2024. The Town of
Brookhaven (Town) is making CDBG-CV funds available for low to moderate-income Town of
Babylon residents with mortgage arrears incurred due to a COVID-19-related loss of income.
Funds will cover a maximum of 6 consecutive months of arrears, subject to a cap of $50,000,
and are paid directly to the lender. For more information and to apply, please visit the Long
Island Housing Partnership's website.

The waitlist for affordable housing in the Town of Huntington is open. You must create an
account through opengov. To learn more and join the waitlist visit the Community
Development Agency website for the Town of Huntington.

Legal Services of Long Island, in partnership with Empire Justice Center, can now assist
Nassau and Suffolk residential tenants with housing-related legal problems (like eviction) and
a household income of up to 80% of the Area Median Income. Services are available through
this paritnership regardless of immigration status. Please call the office closest to you to see if
you are eligible for legal services. Interpreters are available. Suffolk residents west of 112 can
call 631-232-2400 and east of 112 can call 631-369-1112. Nassau residents can call 516-
292-8100.

Check out our latest Know Your Rights Tenant fact sheets in
English, Spanish, and Creole.

SHe Know your rights: . Conozca sus derechos: . Konnen dwa ou yo: lokate
LEGALSERVICES Tenants LEGALSERVICEs  Arrendatario LEGALSERVICEs ~ (moun ki lwe kay)

o hetping b Tipo de Arrendador / Caso de Alquiler Kalite Mét kay / Ka Lokasyon
al ka

+ Peman Pa-Peye - sa inisye pa yon met kay pou kolekte
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Dokiman pou pote nan Tribinal

+ AviPetisyon /Petisyon
a

Documents to Bring to Court Documentos para llevar a la corte « Resi peman Iwaye
« Foto ki montre pwoblem
. « Kontra waye

« Notice of Petition/ Petition

« Receipts of Rent Paid

« Pictures of Habitability Issues
« Lease



https://lihp.org/BabylonTBRA.html
https://lihp.org/babylonmtgarrears.html
https://www.huntingtonny.gov/cda

Fact Sheets on lllegal Evictions in Suffolk County in
English, Spanish, and Creole
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LEGAL SUPPORT CENTER
FOR ADVOCATES

caasivicss TRAINING

Legal Services of Long Island’s Legal Support Center for Advocates
presents “New York State Wage and Hour Basics” on Friday, March
21st, 2025, from 1 pm to 2 pm.

Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for Advocates presents "Wage and
Hour Basics." Supervising Attorney John Batanchiev and Law Graduate Jacob Mortenson will
review common wage and hour violations for low-income New Yorkers and the steps they can
take to protect their rights.

Please regqister for this Legal Support Center for Advocates virtual training on March 21st,
2025 from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.

Did you miss our past LSCA presentations?
Check them out today!

On January 22nd, 2025 the Legal Support Center for Advocates and the Education Debt
Consumer Assistance Program presented "Latest Student Loan Updates.” The presentation
provided an overview of student loan repayment options, forgiveness and discharge
programs, and updates on the latest developments affecting the federal student loan system.
Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On January 17th, 2025, the Legal Support Center for Advocates presented "Rental Arrear
Assistance Programs on Long lIsland." Supervising Attorney John Batanchiev and Law
Graduate Jacob Mortenson reviewed rental arrear assistance programs on Long Island, from
DSS to non-profit agencies: how to apply, eligibility guidelines, and how to challenge a
denial. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On December 6th, 2024, the Legal Support Center for Advocates presented, “Emergency


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/89Zji0qMTsqqlZT3unWVFg
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/LSLI-Latest-Student-Loan-Updates-1.22.25.pdf
https://youtu.be/Iu0VTRbx6D8
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/011725-LSCA-Rental-Assistance-Handout.pdf
https://youtu.be/mmw6m5wNk8I

Housing Assistance on Long Island.” We spoke about the Department of Social Services
services and procedures, as well as resources when assisting a client in need of emergency
housing assistance. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube
Channel.

On Tuesday, November 12th, Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for
Advocates and the Education and Disability Rights Project Attorneys presented "Know Your
Rights: Contemporary Issues in Education." We discussed steps in the special education
classification process, independent educational evaluations, and the declassification
procedure of a student with an IEP. Further, we discussed the school procedure for
disenrolling a student, the rules regarding school attendance in New York, and what to do
when your child is being bullied in school. Slides are available on our website. View the
recording on our YouTube Channel.

On October 30th, 2024, Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for Advocates
presented"Knowledge is Power: Legal Steps After a Domestic Violence
Incident." Supervising Attorney Larry Tuthill discussed orders of protection, child custody
orders, and how to be evaluated for services by the Suffolk County Domestic Violence
Project. Slides are available on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

Legal Services of Long Island's Legal Support Center for Advocates presented,
“Understanding the 17A Guardianship Option for Parents” on October 29th, 2024. We
discussed resources, services, and procedures that can assist your clients considering a 17A
guardianship for their intellectually or developmentally disabled child. Also, learn how your
clients may be eligible for our upcoming FREE legal clinic which will provide free advice and
counsel to individuals considering the 17A Guardianship process. *Please note that this
presentation is appropriate for advocates and professional staff only. This is not a
presentation geared towards parents* Slides can be accessed on our website. View the
training on our YouTube Channel.

On October 17th, 2024, Legal Services of Long Island presented "Know Your Rights About
Medical Debt." Supervising Attorney Sharon Campo provided medical debt updates and
reviewed ways to prevent and combat medical debt._Slides can be accessed on our
website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

On  September 13th, 2024, The Legal Support Center for Advocates
presented “Understanding the Importance of Advanced Care Directives". We discussed basic
advanced care directives you or your clients may need while planning for their future. Also,
learn how you or your clients may be eligible to attend our upcoming Advance Care Planning
Clinic. Slides can be accessed on our website. View the recording on our YouTube Channel.

Links to all of our prior trainings can be found on our website.

Did you miss any of our Programs of Legal Services of Long
Island Presentations? Feel free to watch them onour YouTube Channel!

Read our Annual Report highlighting our accomplishments and
programs throughout 2023. Your support benefited 13,818 Long
Islanders by providing access to the legal help they needed to resolve
issues threatening their housing, financial stability, health and safety, or
limiting their access to opportunities to enrich their lives and
communities.



https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/120624-LSCA-Emergency-Housing-Assistance.pdf
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/111224LSCAContemporaryIssuesinEducation.pdf.
https://youtu.be/UJoEh3B20VQ
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/111224LSCAContemporaryIssuesinEducation.pdf.
https://youtu.be/VYuhLlSF4IE
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/102924-LSCA-DV-Incident.pdf
https://youtu.be/-i8YEcbL1U0
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/102924-LSCA-17AGuardianship.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMQWI5OY-zg
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/101724KnowYourRightsAboutMedicalDebtPresentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/ezJD6RyQ9EY
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/091324AdvancePlanningPresentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/dYa9uJsAFWw
https://www.legalservicesli.org/new-by-lsca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXKevTfsuqLuGNwTV7GeufA
https://legalservicesli.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/annual-report-2023.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Married and Managing Student Loans? Join the Education Debt Consumer Assistance
Program (EDCAP) on February 18th at 6 pm and Learn How to Optimize Your Tax Filing

Status.

Choosing the correct tax filing status is one of the most important decisions married student
loan borrowers must make. This webinar will guide you through the process and explain the

financial and tax implications of this key decision. We’ll also hold time at the end to answer
any questions you might have! Regqister to join the virtual presentation.

Join us on March 1st for a Foreclosure and Deed Theft Resource Fair and Forum. Collect
homeowner resources and get information from housing counseling and legal services
organizations that offer free help, counseling, and support for homeowners. Hear from a
panel of housing and legal experts, discussing deed theft and foreclosure issues, and acquire
tips on protecting your home. Download the flyers below.


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_C1Yfa6AASvGufTS5W-G0QA#/registration

S22 Deed Theft and Foreclosure Prevention

M Educational Panel and Resource Fair
Qurs”’  with Office of the New York State Attorney General

» Panel ivo de pi ién de
y robo de escrituras y Feria de recursos

Nueva York

Sabado
1de marzo

Saturday
March 1
{ 12-3 p.m.

,,,,,

Download Flyer in Spanish

Upcoming Community Legal Help Project
locations, dates, and times for Nassau and
Suffolk  County can be found on our
website. CLHP will be at the Riverhead
Library every 4th Wednesday of the month
starting January 2025!

DO YOU NEED
HELP WITH A
LEGAL PROBLEM?

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS NEEDED

A little more about our volunteer needs:
Nassau County

Volunteer Lawyers Project
The Volunteer Lawyers Project is an innovative pro bono program to expand the availability of legal services
to Nassau County residents in need. The Project provides an opportunity for attorneys to represent clients
and volunteer their time and expertise by providing free legal services. The Volunteer Lawyers Project needs
pro bono assistance in the areas of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy, Divorce, Article 17A Guardianships, Health Care
Proxies, Name Changes, Power of Attorney, and Wills.
Contact: Reisa Brafman, Esq., 516-292-8100 ext. 3380, rbrafman @legalservicesli.org

Bankruptcy Clinics through the Volunteer Lawyers Project

Currently, clinic appointments are one-on-one with attorneys consulting with clients in person, by phone, or
virtually. Volunteer attorneys guide those considering bankruptcy, screening for referral to pro bono attorneys

for filing of Chapter 7 petitions. This is a limited engagement, though participating attorneys may also be
referred cases.

Contact: Reisa Brafman, Esq., 516-292-8100 ext. 3380, rbrafman @ legalservicesli.org

Community Legal Help Project

The Community Legal Help Project recently expanded into Nassau County. We are looking for attorneys to
provide pro bono half-hour consultations with Nassau County Residents. The areas of law most in need are
immigration, family, matrimonial, elder, and bankruptcy.

Contact: Roberta Scoll, Esqg., 516-292-8100 ext. 3115, rscoll @ legalservicesli.org

Suffolk County


https://legalservicesli.org/communitylegalhelpproject/
tel:516-292-8100
mailto:rbrafman@legalservicesli.org
tel:516-292-8100
mailto:rbrafman@legalservicesli.org
tel:516-292-8100
mailto:rscoll@legalservicesli.org

Pro Bono Project

The Pro Bono Project is an innovative pro bono program to expand the availability of legal services to Suffolk
County residents in need. The Project provides an opportunity for attorneys to represent clients and volunteer
their time and expertise by providing free legal services. The Pro Bono Project needs pro bono assistance in
the areas of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy, Divorce, Article 17A Guardianships, Health Care Proxies, Name
Changes, Power of Attorneys, and Wills.

Contact: Kiersten Bartolotta, Esq., 631-232-2400 ext. 3311, kbartolotta @legalservicesli.org

The Suffolk County Pro Bono Project is now on Paladin! Please take a look at our
current volunteer attorney opportunities and connect with us!

Community Legal Help Project

The Community Legal Help Project (CLHP) is a partnership of legal providers created by the NYS Permanent
Commission on Access to Justice and the Suffolk County Access to Justice Committee. The CLHP’s network
of non-profit partners and pro bono volunteers currently provides legal information and referrals, and limited-
scope representation through a phone line and brief in-person consultations at public libraries. Attorneys with
a background in immigration, family, elder and/or matrimonial law are needed to assist the community.
Volunteer attorneys can dedicate their time monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, or at their leisure.

Contact: Rashika Hettiarachchi, Esq., 631-232-2400 ext. 3391, rhettiarachchi@legalservicesli.org

Did you hear our exciting news? Nassau Suffolk Law Services is now Legal Services of Long
Island, highlighting our role as the region’s largest non-profit provider of free civil legal
assistance, fighting for our most vulnerable neighbors in our local justice systems, and
advocating where you need us most. While our name has evolved, our mission remains the
same: to provide unwavering legal support.


tel:631-232-2400
mailto:kbartolotta@legalservicesli.org
https://app.joinpaladin.com/!/nassau-suffolk-law-services/opportunities/
tel:631-232-2400
http://rhettiarachchi@legalservicesli.org
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Join Massau Suffolk Law Services as
we continue to illuminate pathways

to justice under our new name,

ﬁw \ Legal Services of Long Island (LSLI).
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https://legalservicesli.org/press-release/

Legal Services of Long Island is a 501(c)(3) and your donation is
100% tax-deductible. Join us in our mission to provide free, quality

civil legal representation to Long Island’s neediest residents.

LEGAL SERVICES OF LONG ISLAND
631 232-2400 | 516 292-8100 | 631 369-1112
www.legalservicesli.or

Was this email forwarded to you? Stay up to date all year round by _signing up for our Legal

Lessons.
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Legal Services of Long Island
1757 Veterans Highway, Ste. 50
Islandia, NY 11749 US
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